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ABSTRACT

The history of the Dutch in New York State is now a rather widely known historical fact; that was
not always the case. After extensive research, especially in The Hague, John Romeyn Brodhead found the
extent to which the Dutch created and shaped the Island of Manhattan, then known as New Amsterdam.
He discovered documents that explicitly detailed the inception of the company town founded by the
Dutch East India Company. He also found detailed records of the surrender of the Dutch land holdings in
America to the English, which happened in 1664. It was his contention that England had no legal right to
interfere with another sovereign nation’s possession. Despite his findings, the American public was very
reticent to accept this new information and Brodhead would spend the rest of his career as an historian
trying to bring these records to the forefront of the public’s knowledge.
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